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We are the Institution of Environmental Sciences, a membership organisation 
representing environmental professionals from across the broad spectrum of 
environmental disciplines.

The IES is a membership organisation representing and 
supporting professionals from fields as diverse as air 
quality, land condition and education, wherever you find 
environmental work underpinned by science.

We lead the debate, dissemination and promotion of 
environmental science and sustainability, and champion an 
evidence-based approach to decision and policy making 
to stand up for science, scientists and the natural world.

We believe the application of scientific principles 
deepens our understanding of the natural environment 
and sustainable development.

Committed to excellence, we exist to serve our members 
and the public, constantly seeking innovation and 
distinction in the services we provide.

In upholding the standards and importance of the 
profession, we maintain a position not only to advocate 
for environmental science but to act as a catalyst for 
improvement. We seek to identify an inspirational vision 
for the profession as a whole and the strategic direction 
to implement this.
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Schedule

18:15     Registration and drinks reception

19:00    Welcome from the IES Chair 
  Gary Kass

19:05     Welcome from the evening’s Chair
    Jill Rutter

19:10     Burntwood Lecture: Responding to environmental governance    
    Professor Sir Ian Boyd

19:50    Q&A session

20:20   Drinks and canapés reception

21:30    Event close

Prof. Dieter Helm & Prof. Kathy Willis, Burntwood 2018



The Burntwood Lecture 2019 

Responding to environmental challenges
Tuesday 19th November

Professor Sir Ian Boyd

Professor Sir Ian Boyd is a biologist based at 
the University of St Andrews who has spent 
much of his career researching marine and 
polar science. He described the functional 
relationship between the rate of marine 
resource consumption and the impact on 
ecosystems. His research also extended to the 
effects of specific human activities like oil and 
gas development and anti-submarine warfare 
on the marine environment.

Sir Ian spent seven years as the Chief Scientific Adviser on food and environment in the 
UK, based in Defra. In this role, he produced a number of influential reports on waste and 
resources and the future of the seas. He was also responsible for leading the re-design of the 
science advice process within Defra and played a pivotal role in the response to the nerve 
agent attack in Salisbury in 2018.

He has been highly recognised for his achievements throughout his career and awarded 
the Bruce Medal for polar science in 1995, the Scientific Medal of the Zoological Society 
of London in 1998, the Polar Medal by the Queen in 2017 and most recently received a 
Knighthood as part of the Queen’s Birthday Honours in June 2019. His current interests lie in 
developing models of sustainability to support new policies.



The Burntwood Lecture is the IES’ flagship event. The event honours Lord Burntwood who was the IES’ first 
Chair and served in the Labour Government of 1964-70.

The evening provides an opportunity for eminent speakers to talk on a current, critical and often controversial 
environmental theme. The invited audience are persons of true significance in the environmental field from 
the professions, universities and government.

Recent speakers

2018 - Can We Put a Price on Biodiversity?
Prof. Kathy Willis, CBE, Principal of St Edmund Hall, University 
of Oxford

2017 - The Magic Money Tree: How our financial systems could 
support, not undermine, a sustainable future
Dr Bevis Watts, Managing Director, Triodos Bank

2016 - Separation Anxiety: The challenges for the environment 
from Brexit
Baroness Parminter, Liberal Democrat Deputy Leader in the 
House of Lords & Spokesperson for the Environment

2015 - Badgers Bees & Biodiversity - Can we really have 
evidence-based environmental policy?
Prof. Charles Godfray, Hope Professor Zoology, University of 
Oxford

2014 -  Environmental Problems
Prof. Steve Rayner, James Martin Professor of Science and 
Civilisation, University of Oxford

2013 - Climate Models: The greatest feat of modern science
Prof. Julia Slingo OBE, Chief Scientist, Met Office

2012 - Revisiting Rachel: The legacy of silent spring fifty years on
Prof. Paul Ekins, Professor of Energy and Environment, UCL Energy 
Institute & Dr Michael Depledge, Expert Advisor, WHO

2010 - The Growth Fetish & the Death of Environmentalism
Jonathon Porritt, Founder, Director and Trustee, Forum for the 
Future

2009 - Using Environmental Sciences for a Sustainable Future
Prof. Bob Watson, Chief Scientific Advisor, Defra

2008 - Prospects for a Sustainable Society: What is the correct 
role for science?
Tony Juniper, Former Executive Director, Friends of the Earth

Earlier speakers: Prof. Martin Williams, Sir Colin Spedding CBE, 
John Gummer MP (Lord Deben), Sara Parkin OBE, Sir Crispin Tickell, 
Lord Crickhowell, Professor David Bellamy

History of the Burntwood Lecture

Prof. Kathy Willis, Burntwood 2018



The Science Council is a membership organisation for professional 
bodies and learned societies across the disciplines of science; 
setting the standards for practising scientists and science technicians 
through professional registration.
 
At the core of The Science Council’s ethos is the belief that every 
scientist has a responsibility to society, and themselves, to work with 
integrity, keep their skills and knowledge up to date, and consider 
how their efforts affect the world around them.
 
The Science Council works with organisations who commit to 
promoting and embedding professional standards among their 
staff, providing an environment in which registrants can meet this 
responsibility. The IES works with The Science Council to award 
Chartered Scientist (CSci) to suitably qualified environmental 
scientists. 

Exhibitors

The Society for the Environment was granted a Royal Charter in 
2004 to licence the award of Chartered Environmentalist (CEnv). 
Since then, some 8000 individuals have successfully registered 
as CEnv, including SocEnv’s President, Tony Juniper. In 2014, the 
Society renewed its commitment to environmental professionals 
by recognising the importance of technicians to the environment 
and the economy, launching the new designation Registered 
Environmental Technician (REnvTech).  

Ask the IES for details of how to apply to become a Chartered 
Environmentalist or Registered Environmental Technician. 

https://socenv.org.uk/
https://sciencecouncil.org/
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