
 

 
 

Candidates standing for election 2026 
Biographies 

 
 
 

Sarah Horrocks 
Sarah is Head of Air Quality & Emissions at AtkinsRéalis, a company 
she has worked for the past 25 years.  Over this time, Sarah has 
worked on hundreds of air quality impact assessments, monitoring 
surveys, health risk assessments and environmental audits serving a 
wide range of markets.  She is specialised in the field of air 
dispersion modelling for both industrial sources and transport 
studies. She was expert witness at the Public Inquiries for the A21 

widening scheme and has advised on air quality at DCO hearings for power station and 
port developments.  
 
She is passionate about delivering high quality environmental work, and equally so about 
creating a working environment that is truly inclusive.  Sarah chaired the Environmental 
Industries Commission’s air quality taskforce from 2023-25.  She is a Fellow of the 
Institute of Air Quality Management (IAQM) and currently Chairs the IAQM Committee. 
She led the production of IAQM good practice guidance on air quality monitoring and has 
previously contributed to guidance on ecological assessment. 
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Eric Valentine 
Eric is a Visiting Professor at Newcastle University and a Professorial 
Fellow at Charles Darwin University, Australia. He was the last Chair 
of the Foundation for Water Research (FWR). Eric sits on the IES 
Council, as part of the oversight of the legacy grant of the FWR to 
the IES. Eric is standing for his second term. 
 
His 45-year career in environmental hydraulics began in New 

Zealand and he has worked extensively in both New Zealand and Australia with 18 years 
in Newcastle upon Tyne as an academic. 
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