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The Chartered Institution of Water  

and Environmental Management 

 
 

 

27th March 2013 

 

Lord de Mauley 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Resource Management, the Local Environment 

and Environmental Science  

Department of Food, Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

Nobel House 

17 Smith Square 

London  

SW1P 3JR 

 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

Department for Business, Innovation & Skills announcement of the award of a licence and 

contract to explore the Pacific for mineral-rich polymetallic nodules 

 

The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is the leading 

professional and qualifying body for those who are responsible for the stewardship of 

environmental assets. The Institution provides independent comment, within a multi-

disciplinary framework, on the wide range of issues related to water and environmental 

management and sustainable development.  

 

The Institution of Environmental Sciences is a visionary organisation leading debate, 

dissemination and promotion of environmental science and sustainability. We promote an 

evidence-based approach to decision and policy making and are devoted to championing 

the crucial role of environmental science in ensuring the well-being of humanity now and in 

the future. 

 

The Institute of Fisheries Management is the professional body for those who are responsible 

for managing recreational and commercial fisheries and is dedicated to the sustainable 

management of these resources for public benefit.  

 

We, the undersigned representatives of the three professional bodies referred to above, urge 

caution to be taken over the announcement that the Government has secured a licence 

and contract to explore a 58,000 sq kilometre area of the Pacific Ocean for mineral-rich 

polymetallic nodules.  
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The news that it will put Britain at the forefront of seabed mining, estimated at a value of 

£40bn to the economy over the next 30 years, will please those who have been championing 

the case for growth and jobs. The technology that is being employed for seabed mining is 

impressive and will excite the marine exploration community. 

 

However, the question must be put: do we know enough about the marine environment to 

be certain that there will not be irrevocable ecological damage caused in the dash for 

underwater minerals? The answer is 'no'. And many will argue that having polluted the land 

and the skies we will now ruin the seabed, and endanger the diverse life forms that rely on it. 

  

Instead, we need the Government to set a credible industrial strategy which ensures that 

strategic elements are recovered from waste materials and reused within our economy. This 

would reduce our need for virgin materials and to mine in waters that are not our own. Whilst 

Defra considers its waste prevention programme, the collaboration of BIS could not be more 

crucial. A resource efficient, circular economy in the UK will not only preserve the natural 

environment and our supply of resources, but enable us to build a resilient and dynamic 

economy with strong international competitiveness. 

 

Before Britain enters the race against other countries, and before mining licenses are granted 

and machinery deployed, CIWEM considers the Government must commit to an 

independent assessment of the full impact of seabed mining and promise to be bound by its 

findings. We may not know enough about the marine environment, but we know enough to 

be careful about its management and that we need to know more. The precautionary 

principle must apply and we must listen to what expert marine scientists say. 

 

We urge the government to reconsider these proposals as part of a wider review of resource 

management. We hope that these comments are of value to you.  Should you wish us to 

expand on or clarify any of the points raised please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Nick Reeves OBE 

Executive Director 

CIWEM 

 

Professor Carolyn Roberts 

Institution of 

Environmental Sciences 

 

Dr Peter Spillett 

Institute of Fisheries 

Management 

 

 

CC. Lord Green of Hurstpierpoint, Minister of State for Trade and Investment, Department for 

Business, Innovation and Skills, 

 

Rt Hon Michael Fallon MP, Minister of State for Business and Enterprise, Department of 

Business, Innovation and Skills  

 








