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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY FORUM

c/o CIEEM, 43 Southgate Streel, Winchester, Hampshire, 5023 ?EH
Tek 01962 B48626 Email: joson@cieem.net

Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Deifra

Nobel House

17 Smith Square

Londen

SWI1P 3JR

' 27t June 2013

Dear Secretary of State,
GENE‘I]CAI.I.Y MODIFIED (GM) CROPS AND TECH NOLOGY

The Envn'onmenial Pol:cy Forum (EPF} is a network of UK environmenial professional bodies
promofing environmental sustainability and resiience for the public benefit. The EPF's

member bodies have a collective membership of around 40,000 environmental profess.lonols
many of whom are rndeuclIy chqrrered in environmenial pracfice, science and
engineering disclpllnes '

With reference o your speech of 20t June 2013 on genehcéliy modified ({GM) crops; we
welcome the debate on the topic and agree that the UK must p]oy its part in ensuring
sustainable food security both foritself and for the world.

We agres that the UK can ond should be a centre for research excellence in this subject,

and we support necessary and appropriate R&D which adds fo the UK's excellent research

base and provides the right opporh.lruhes for the appropriate commercialisation of UK R&D

‘around the world

‘We urge you lo encourage continued research eﬁorts in this area dnd promote o clear and

fransparent dialogue with regulators, agribusiness, environmental scientists and ecologists. All
parties need fo be aware of the science and uncertdinty so proper risk assessment can be
made. The expressed aim throughout should be fo have a balanced appreach that
maximises the long-term - public and environmental good.” We ofter our support in
communicaling these scientific principles and decisions fo the public. Only through 1h|s
method will al porhes build trust around GM in 1he scxenhﬁc communily and public.

GM crops promise o feed the world - for example through developlng drought-resistant-and
salt-tolerant varieties — but the majority of GM crops have been developed for just two traits —
herbicide- and pest-resistance. There is some evidence fo suggest that these two traits may
cause more problems than they solve, for example, by fostéring resistance in weeds — much
like the womrying rise in antibiotic resistance in human medicine.

Herbicide-resistant fraits can be exploited to dllow blanket spraying with herbicides without
damaging the target crop. in addifion to the possibiiity of promoting herbicide resistance in
weed species, over—sprcymg of pesticides and herblicides also causes additional damage fo
the natural environment. . For example: damage to soil organisms, farmland wildlife in
general and has downstream effects through herbicide runoff info water systems.

Any commercial roll-out of GM crops will need o take place in g well-defined regulatory
environment that appreciates both the sclence behind the technology and also its

“application. This must also take account of behaviour changes within the farming




L oomwrﬁfyﬂmfmuldmaeﬁuniheuseofGMcmps~w.ﬁﬂmgheng.ﬁngmmm,

| negafive effects in' their fricls.’ We ‘offerour support In comunicaling: these

" of o wider discUssion on food mste changng die’fary behawm mq hurrmﬁ

iﬂs’ﬂ@‘liond&wmnnmutdSam LT
Adammwum L IR o

" fchcriared Mltrhon e.-f Waier and Emm-unmentd mnagemnt

adha'afo sz:mﬁﬁcadwoawﬂnmpect to herbnc:demdpwﬁeideusehnﬂhmmp& ;

As#waaﬁe:ﬁscmjdhesodﬁnmehialiofheuﬂsmh»denwmnmantweotafullyin: a0
afﬂ%ﬂ'm anphﬂﬁuhoﬂlupmuﬂionw pﬁnﬂhlo : o

P'ubﬁu Trurﬁ st be obiained if oM technology is to bemmapﬁad This wrﬂ nequm mmr

* evidénceded and ransparent processes for approval for usaahddam!ﬂbaﬂmww
products. We call on you to- ‘urge agribusiness to publish the sterlisfical: ﬁkéhmaaf

. pringiples and decisions to. the public. omﬂunughm&mﬂwdmmpwiab\m_
amundGMmhes@ienﬁﬁcocmnmﬂymdpubhc. R s

(

'We visslcone the debdite.on GM erops dnd technology. bufmisrrwnomamﬁe;
gmwhqndmmpikﬁn o1 ‘ .

-

. The £PF urges you fo oonsader these. rnaﬂers with your Cabmert cdwaa 1he Secrelt

State for. Business, Innovation” & Skills; Healih; Energy and Climate Chomge; Cmnﬂmmid
‘Local Govemmani {c:nd’wﬂh your counterparts in Scofiand, Wales'dnd . Marlhem relond): i
arderio ‘develop a-more holistic und oohesive policy on, GMchh puls
sus’rahabrlﬁy ﬁm‘f : : -

ydu' meEPFtscomﬂﬂed‘fomshrgtheGoveunmﬁtwﬁhhsGMpoﬂcv hdpingﬁtorm '
ﬁsawkcnwwurpﬁonﬁesmdibodsawﬁwmmrh .

¥mmshcenaly S : D _ B ‘ E
CJasonReeves ACIEEM . . - L R
. Policy.and Informaﬂun Officer .- - u
Churl'ered Irﬁﬁhﬁe of Ecobgy and En\nmnménial Mc:mgemant*
Fercmdonbehdfof' L | |

Poliw Manager

Drfefars,pmeﬁc&nv R R | _ i
Invlﬂu*haofﬁshaﬁesfvbnqgemem R T

3
-
A a ~
t .
A
\ B ’
"o
L
s -
- 1 ) ‘, -
- : ) .
.. . . |
~ . '.
5 ) b o
b R
L .
e i i
!
Lwe .
Sa t —




