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Dear Laurent Fabius, President of COP21, 

In the coming weeks’ negotiations to achieve universal agreement on climate, we 

urge you to acknowledge and support the research and education role that 

universities and colleges play in addressing climate change. We represent a global 

alliance of Higher and Further Education Sustainability networks with a combined 

membership of more than 10,000 universities, colleges and student organisations 

worldwide. 

In this Open Letter to you, we affirm our commitment to the critical role that 

universities, colleges and students play in finding and implementing solutions for 

climate change mitigation and adaptation. We see this taking place in the context of 

also addressing wider issues of sustainability, including social and economic policies 

and practices. The commitments and actions outlined below require the urgent 

support of COP21 Ministers and Governments. 

We commit to supporting our members in creating more innovative academic 

pathways for our students - the leaders and policy makers of the future - and to 

supporting our staff to envision and spur creative strategies, practices and attitudes 

for climate change solutions. We call on national Governments to support us to 

embed climate and sustainable development education into teaching, operations, 

and quality standards. 

We celebrate the unique role of our university and college members in leading the 

research and understanding of the origins and trajectory of climate change, in 

gauging its consequences, and designing reduction mitigation and adaptation 

solutions. We invite COP21 to acknowledge and strengthen the key research and 

development role that our university and college members contribute towards 

climate change solutions. 

We believe that our university and college members are pioneers and demonstrators 

in modelling and piloting effective climate and sustainable development practices.  

We call on COP21 Ministers to strengthen, showcase and embed our responsibility 

to assess and report on our climate and wider sustainability organisational and 

teaching performance. 

More specifically we urge COP21 Ministers and Governments to consider taking the 

following measures: 

● Invite, challenge, support and showcase universities and colleges as living 

laboratories and agents of change for climate change adaptation and 
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mitigation, so that they, in turn, may inspire and stimulate actions in their 

local communities and societies. Showcase education initiatives that take an 

integrated and collaborative approach to the design and delivery of 

programmes and which place the Global Goals for Sustainable Development 

at the centre of teaching, learning and research. 

● In acknowledging the connection between climate change impacts and 

systemically embedded social and economic structures that disadvantage, 

harm, and kill people all over the world, we request more support for 

transdisciplinary learning, teaching and research approaches that link climate 

solutions with the need to transform economic, political and social structures. 

● Respect, acknowledge and support the academic freedom of universities and 

colleges in leading the research and understanding of the origins and 

trajectory of climate change, in gauging its consequences and designing 

reduction mitigation and adaptation solutions. National and public research 

funding support criteria needs to acknowledge and prioritize trans-disciplinary 

research activities that address climate change and the Global Goals for 

Sustainable Development. 

● Invest significant financial support to promote national and regional energy 

transition using university and college campuses and operations as a leverage 

agent to accelerate the transition. 

● Develop and implement policy frameworks that embed accountability and 

responsibility for climate change mitigation and adaptation and the Global 

Goals for Sustainable Development into research, teaching, operations, and 

quality standards of institutions of higher education. Establish or strengthen 

existing reporting, benchmarking and accreditation frameworks for 

universities and colleges to account for and further improve sustainability 

performance. 

 

On behalf of all of our members and the communities which they serve and develop 

across the globe, we urge you to consider the measures proposed in partnership with 

universities and colleges. We are hopeful and confident that you will reach a strong 

and binding climate agreement during COP21 and believe that increased support and 

commitment towards the enabling role of universities, colleges and students are key 

to solving the climate crisis. 

 

Yours, 

 

A global alliance of networks and associations.    1st December 2015 
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AISHE Network 
Niko Roorda, Chair 

 

Alianza de Redes Iberoamericanas de Universidades por la 
Sustentabilidad y el Ambiente (ARIUSA) 
Orlando Sáenz, Coordinator 

 

Argüden Governance Academy 
Yilmaz Argüden, Founder 

Yilmaz Argüden 

Asia Pacific University Consortium on Environment for Sustainable 
Development 
Mario Tabucanon, Chair  

 Association for promoting sustainability in campuses and communities 
(APSCC) 
Nandhivarman Muthu, General Secretary 

 

Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 
(AASHE) 
Meghan Fay Zahniser, Executive Director 

 

Association of Colleges (AOC) 
Martin Doel, Chief Executive 

 

Australasian Campuses Towards Sustainability (ACTS) 
Leanne Denby, President 

 

Baltic and Black Sea Consortium in educational research (BBSC) 
Ilga Salite, Professor Daugavpils University 

 

Campus Responsables 
Pauline Pingusson, Program Manager 

 

Campus Sustainability Network Japan (CAS-net Japan)  
Takayuki Nakamura, Executive Director 

 

Canadian College and University Environmental Network (CCUEN) 
Dr Linda Skilton, Co-Chair 

 

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) 
Jason Reeves, Policy and Communications Manager 

 

China Green University Network 
Hongwei Tan, Secretary General 

 

Collectif pour l’Intégration de la Responsabilité Sociétale et du 
développement durable dans l’Enseignement Supérieur (CIRSES) 
Clara Doly-Tacconi, President  

Conférence des Grandes Ecoles (F) 
Jean-Christophe Carteron, Representative 
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Conférence des Présidents d’Université 
Jean-François Balaudé,  
Président du Comité de la Transition Ecologique CPU 

 

COPERNICUS Alliance, European Network on Higher Education for 
Sustainable Development 
Clemens Mader, President  

Costa Rican Network of Sustainable Educational Institutions (REDIES) 
Manrique Arguedas Camacho 

Manrique Arguedas 

Democracy Watch Mauritius 
Dr Michael Atchia, Member 

 

English Learning for Sustainability Alliance (ELSA) 
Stephen Martin, Director 

 

Entrepreneurship Educators' Association of the Philippines (ENEDA) 
Eunice Mareth Q. Areola, Adviser  

Environmental Association for Universities and Colleges (EAUC) 
Robert Bellfield, Chair 

 

Environmental Management for Sustainable Universities  
Rodrigo Lozano, Representative 

 

Environmental Planning and Education Network 
Dr Bela Munkacsy, President  

 

Environmental Policy Forum 
Will Pope, Chair 

 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Asher Nkegbe, NFP 

Asher Nkegbe 

Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) 
Daniel Schaffer, CEO 

 

Global Business School Network (GBSN) 
Guy Pfeffermann, Founder & CEO 

Guy Pfeffermann 

Global Organisational Learning and Development Network (GOLDEN) for 
Sustainability 
Maurizio Zollo, Academic Director  

Global Universities Partnership on Environment and Sustainability 
(GUPES) 
Wu Jiang, Chair  

Globally Responsible Leadership Initiative (GRLI) 
Dennis Hanno, Chair 
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Higher Education Sustainability Initiative (HESI) 
Jean-Christophe Carteron, Senior Advisor  

Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) 
Martin Baxter, Chief Policy Advisor 

 

Institute of Fisheries Management 
Peter Spillett, President 

 

Institution of Environmental Sciences (IES) 
Adam Donnan, Chief Executive Officer  

Intentional Endowments Network 
Georges Dyer, Principal 

 

International Association Of Universities (IAU) 
Dzulkifli Abdul Razak, President 

 

International Sustainable Campus Network (ISCN) 
Zena Harris, ISCN Secretariat 

Zena Harris 

Latin American Council of Management Schools (CLADEA) 
Alberto Zapater, Executive Director 

 

Lifewatch Group 
Gabriela Kaplan, MD, President 

Gabriela Kaplan, MD 

Mauritius Academy of Science & Technology 
Dr Jean Claude Autrey, President 

Dr Jean Claude Autrey 

Mediterranean Universities Network (MedUnNET) 
Michael Scoullos, Chairman 

 

National Union of Students (NUS) 
Piers Telemacque, Vice President for Society and Citizenship 

 

Net Impact UIowa 
Sophia Finster, Net Impact UIowa President 

Sophia Finster 

netzwerk n e.V. 
Johannes Geibel, CEO 

Johannes Geibel 

New Jersey Higher Education Partnership For Sustainability 
Shana Weber, President   

Nordic Sustainable Campus Network (NSCN) 
Meri Löyttyniemi, Chair 
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North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) 
Judy Braus, Executive Director  

 

Oikos 
Anita Negri, President 

 

Pennsylvania Environmental Resource Consortium (PERC) 
Josh Hooper, Executive Director 

Josh Hooper 

PREPARE network (Preventive Environmental Approaches in Europe) 
Peter Glavic, Secretary General 

 

PRME Chapter UK & Ireland 
Carole Parkes, Chair 

Carole Parkes 

RAUS-Red Ambiental de Universidades Sostenibles (Sustainable 
Universities environmental network) 
Carmen Cecilia Noguera C., President  

Red Colombiana de Formación Ambiental – RCFA 
Jhoniers Guerrero Erazo, Presidente 

Jhoniers Guerrero Erazo 

Red de Indicadores de Sostenibilidad en las Universidades (RISU) 
Javier Benayas, Coordinator 

Javier Benayas 

Red de la Revista Iberoamericana Universitaria en Ambiente, Sociedad y 
Sustentabilidad (Red AMBIENS) 
Fredy Lopez-Perez, Editor/Co-ordinator 

Fredy Lopez-Perez 

Red Nacional de Formación e Investigación Ambiental (REDFIA) 
Germán I. Rodríguez Arana, Co-ordinator 

 

Ronneby Green Party 
Nils-Erik Mattsson, Representative 

Nils-Erik Mattsson 

rootAbility representing Green Office Movement 
Felix Spira, Executive Director 

 

Rural Women's Assembly 
Mercia Andrews, Country Coordinator 

Mercia Andrews 

Skema Business School 
Alice Guilhon, Dean 

Alice Guilhon 

Society for the Environment (SocEnv) 
Emma Wilcox, CEO  

South West Learning for Sustainability Coalition (SWLSC)  
Mairi Kershaw, Chair - ELSA rep  
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Sustainability and Education Policy Network (SEPN) 
Marcia McKenzie, Director 

 

TH Global Sustainable Development Foundation 
H.E. President Tarja Halonen, former President of Finland 

 

U.S. Partnership for Education for Sustainable Development 
Debra Rowe, President  

UNICA - Network of Universities from the Capitals of Europe 
Stavros Zenios, President 

Stavros Zenios 

Universities UK (UUK) 
Nicola Dandridge, CEO  

University Educators for Sustainable Development (UE4SD) 
Daniella Tilbury, Director 

 

 


