
IES Comments on the Draft British Standards Institution Standard - 
Process for designing and implementing Biodiversity Net Gain 

 

These comments were submitted via the BSI’s online consultation process through its 
website. 

 

 

Comment #1: Section 3.6 - Competent Person should have understanding of 
environmental considerations 

 

Comment: 

As later sections require considerations about social and environmental factors to be 
made by competent persons, this section should include a note to clarify that these 
persons will need to be able to appreciate those factors in addition to what would 
ordinarily make a person competent. 

Proposed change: 

INSERT AS NOTE BEFORE SOURCE “Note: For the purposes of achieving 
Biodiversity Net Gain, relevant training, qualifications or experience should give the 
competent person an appreciation of all relevant social and environmental 
considerations linked to Biodiversity Net Gain.”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comment #2: Section 5.1.1.1 - Must address negative environmental impacts as 
well as negative social impacts 

 

Comment: 

For coherence with Principle 9 of the Good Practice Principles and environmental 
objectives laid out elsewhere in the standard, this section should include a reference 
to ensuring environmental outcomes as well. 

Proposed change: 

IN PARAGRAPH 5, INSERT “or the environment” AFTER “negative impacts on 
people”; INSERT “and environmental” AFTER “generate positive social”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comment #3: Section 5.2.2.5 - Consultation of stakeholders should include 
environmental stakeholders 

 

Comment: 

For coherence with Principle 9 of the Good Practice Principles and environmental 
objectives laid out elsewhere in the standard, the note to this section should refer to 
environmental stakeholders, and particularly the Nature Recovery Networks and 
Strategies which are likely to be an increasingly important tool for securing 
Biodiversity Net Gain. 

Proposed change: 

INSERT IN NOTE “including Nature Recovery Strategies and Biodiversity Action 
Plans” AFTER “local plan priorities”, ALSO INSERT “and environmental” AFTER “or 
engaging local”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comment #4: Section 5.2.2.6 - Sustainable drainage as an example of 
incorporating climate change resilience into BNG 

 

Comment: 

For consistency with other examples given throughout the section, and to assist in 
clarifying this example in particular, note (e) should refer to sustainable drainage 



systems as one type of enhancement which also incorporates climate change 
resilience. 

Proposed change: 

INSERT AT END OF NOTE E): “For example, the inclusion of sustainable drainage 
systems in some projects may create habitat and increase resilience to the effects of 
climate change.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comment #5: Section 5.2.2.7 - Loss of habitat should explicitly be justified from 
an environmental perspective 

 

Comment: 

To clarify the comment so that it fully reflects the detail of the clause above, the note 
should include explicit reference to what the justification will include. 

Proposed change: 

INSERT AT END OF NOTE 1: “including reference to other relevant ecological, 
social, and environmental objectives.” 


